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IN TH E CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claim X as follows and add new claim 7.9, 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a plurality of reagent lest strips, stud method 
comprising: 

(a) providing a test strip precursor comprising nti elongated support material having « fet 
planar surface and a stripe of reagent material positional along a central axis thereof; and 

(b) cutting said test strip precursor into a plurality of reagent test strips according to an in tor- 
ch gitating pattern comprising a series of inter-laced, oppositely oriented projections positioned on said 
test strip precursor, wherein each of said strips produced includes a sample region orid a handling region, 
where said reagent material is located in said sample region. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method accoiding to Chum 3 , wherein said test strip proem sor is a 
continuous tape. 

3 . (Previously Presented) The method accordin g to Claim i , wherein said test shi p precursor is ft 
card, wherein said card has a generally rectangular shape. 

4. (Original) The method according to Claim 3 , therein said reagent material comprises u signal 
prod u ci ng sys tem , 

5. (Original) The method according to Clai ;n A , v\ 1 w-Tcin said signal producing system produces a 
color that can bo related to the concentration of an nudyte in a sample contacted with said recent 
material. 

6. (Original) The method according to Claim 4, wherein said signal producing system prt -.duces tn 
electrical current that can be related to the concontv,Ukm of an anaiyto in a sample contacted w ith said 
reagent material. 
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7. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 , wlkTein said method further comprises producing 
said teat strip precursor. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Original) The method according to Claim 3, wltdcin said sample region includes a hole in said 
support material which is covered by said reagent m.Ueri;;!. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method accord) n/,* in Claim 8, wherein .said sample region of said 
strip has an aspect ratio of about 0.5 relative to the hand! ing region, 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to Claim 1 1 whaein said test si rips produced by &aid method 
can be used in a hand-held optical meter. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Original) A reagent test strip produced according to the method of Claim 1 , wherein s:» id 
reagent test strip has a sample region and a handling region, wherein said regent material is located in 
said sample region. 

1 4. (Previously Amended) The reagent test strip according to Claim 13, wherein .said samp] e region 
of said strip has an aspect ratio of about 0.5 rdafivo 10 iho handling region. 

J 5, (Cancelled) 

1 0, (Original) The reagent test strip according to Cfoim 1 5, wherein said reagent test ship cm be 
read by a hand held optical meter. 

17. (Cancelled) 
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1 8. (Original) A method for determining the concentration of an andyle in a sample, said method 
comprising: 

(a) applying a fluid sample to a reagent L<:;.i snip of Claim 13; 

(b) detecting a signal from said reagent t<*l ship; and 

(o) relating said detected signal to the coiicottrniion of analytc in said sample to doU;rmino 
the concentration of said analytc in said fluid sample. 

1 9. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 8, wherein said fluid sample is a biological s.'iinplo. 

20. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 tt, therein said analytc is glucose. 

21. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 wherein said delecting and rela tmg steps arc 
performed by a handheld optical meter. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Original) A kit for use in determining the tvnenUnUion of an anaiyto in a physiological sample, 
said kit comprising; 

(a) a reagent test strip according to C laim 1 3; and 

(b) at least one of: 

(i) a means for obtaining said physiological sample; and 

(ii) an analytc standard, 

24. (Original) The kit according to Claim 23, wherein said means for obtaining said physiological 
sample is a lance. 
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25. (Original) The kit according to Claim 23, whurchi said analyle slandaui comprises a standardized 
concentration of a known reagent. 

26. (Original) The kit according to Claim 23, wherein said kit comprises said means for obtaining 
said physiological sample and said anulyle standard. 

27. (Original) The kit according lo Claim 23, wherein said kit further comprises a hand held optica- 
meter. 

28. (Cancelled) 

20. (Now) A method of manufacturing a plurality of reagent test strips, said method comprising: 

(a) providing a test strip precursor comp;isiii£ an elongated support niaimul having a plan;ir 
surface and a stripe of reagent material positioned a!on& a central axis thereof; and 

(b) cutting said test strip precursor into a plurality of reagent tesl strips according lo an inter- 
digilating pattern comprising a scries of inter-laced projections positioned on said less slrip precursor 
representing test strips, each test strip comprising » sunipio region and a handling region and wherein 
said handling regions of adjacent test strips are posidoned on opposite sides of said t&A slrip precursor, 

Wherein each of said strips produced includes a wimple region and a handling region, where said ream nt 
material is located in said sample region and 
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